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From the Editor’s Desk 


Dear Friends- 


Questions of who we are and how we are in the world are 
forever timely to Friends, or any faith tradition with a seeker’s 
bent. In this issue, Wess, Pablo and Elizabeth each invite us to 
consider those questions from a different angle- and each uses 
language that may be difficult for some of you. I encourage 
you to listen to the spirit of the message underlying the words 
themselves. That ability to listen deeply, and to establish 
common ground, seems to be increasingly rare in the world- 
and yet it’s the cornerstone of a functional pluralistic society. 


Wess’ article, “Heralding the New Creation”, is drawn from 
talks he led at this year’s Quaker Heritage Day in Berkeley. He 
asks us to consider mission- a concept that unprogrammed 
Friends generally don’t identify with much at all- or if we do, 
it is in a somewhat dry, organizationally necessary way, with 

a couple of sentences about the meeting’s “mission” buried 
deep in documents that rarely see the light of day. Wess comes 
from an evangelical background, and so he is able to see the 
good in the term (though he does not deny its shortcomings), 
and suggests that there is much Friends of all persuasions 

can gain from reconsidering the practice and meaning of 
mission. (Anyone who’s ever tried to get something done in an 
organization that does not have a clearly-defined mission can 
probably see the sense in his argument, too!) 


Believe it or not, it’s already time to begin thinking about 
Annual Sessions this summer. IMYM’s registration materials 
are now available on their website (and I strongly encourage 
you consider attending, whether or not it’s your Yearly 
Meeting! Ghost Ranch is gorgeous, the children’s program is 
incredibly fun, and this year’s keynote speaker, Niyonu Spann, 
is a gifted speaker and musician. What’s not to love? 


In the Light, 


“7 Kathy Hyzy, WF Editor 
office ph: 503-956-4709 


editor @westernfriend.org 


P.S.- Thank you to all of you who went to the trouble to 
contact me with positive feedback on last month’s “Friends 
and Blogging” issue. I’m so glad to hear many reports of 
discussions in meetings being sparked by Western Friend 
content. I encourage you to keep checking out the new 
Western Friend website periodically, too! I’m posting more 
content every week. 
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JUDAISM: 


Jesus the Jew, the Meshiach and the Inner Christ 


ver the last half-century a number of people 

have observed the parallels between Quaker 
practice and Judaism. It is no surprise to most in 
our more universalist tradition of Friends that many 
Jewish people have found a spiritual home in Quaker 
meetings, whether because of being Seekers, finding 
a common ground with a non-Jewish spouse, or 
following whatever other personal leading, often 
pacifism and nonviolence. As one Jew in my home 
meeting told me after over twenty years of active 
Quaker life: “I never had to give up one jot of my 
Judaism to become a Quaker.” 


What are some of those similarities? The absence of 
creed, meaning that each person is free to define his/ 
her experience of the Sacred, his/her own theology. 
The respect for the individual and the values that 
follow from that, whether we say it is because ‘there 
is that of God in every person,’ or say it follows from 
seeing that each person is 
created in the image of the 
Creator. All the testimonies 
and many of our distinctive 
practices grow out of this, just 
as do many of the halakhic 
rulings of the Talmud. Both 
have a requirement that the 
individual make her/his own 
relationship with the Divine; to 
some degree both religions are 
do-it-yourself. Likewise both 
traditions emphasize acting on 
one’s faith: if you are not applying your values and 
the guidance of your spiritual experience to make the 
world better, to co-create with God and bring about 
malkhut Adonai, the ‘Kingdom of God, then you 
have misunderstood the teachings. Both are practical 
faiths: they require you to live your belief, here and 
now, in this world, not waiting for some possible 
future state of perfection. 


Halakha is the Jewish law, literally meaning ‘correct 
walking’, reminding us that Quakers scrutinized 
“disorderly walking.” 


As one Jew in mu home 
meeting told me after over 
twenty years of active 


Quaker life: never had 
to give up one jot ot my 


Judaism to become a 


Quaker.” 


Another similarity is that, nowadays at least, 
talking about the Divine is not common. Unlike our 
evangelical Friends or some of the most orthodox or 
Chassidic Jews, most Jews and non-Christocentric 
Friends are uncomfortable with the connotations of 
the word ‘God.’ Our weak attempts to describe our 
concept of the Holy Oneness are frustrated by our 
limited language so we use multiple alternatives, 
“Spirit, Inner Guide, Inward Light,” or “Shekhinah, 
Adonai, haShem.” As a result, Jews who visit - 
silent Quaker Meetings rarely have the off-putting 
experience, common when they visit other churches, 
of an anthropomorphic deity named Jesus whom 
they do not recognize and who often is portrayed as 
‘supersessionist? and wanting to ‘convert’ or change 
them. Liberal Friends rarely have or talk about 
sudden conversions, or of being saved, although 
many will share profoundly life-directing mystical 
experiences and convictions 
in which they see Divine 
|| guidance. This conforms with 
| Jewish norms, which also 
assume that daily practice and 
| constant teshuva —repentance 
or return— are required to stay 
on track and to grow into who 
we are. This lack of God talk 
leads many to assume that a 
| kind of agnostic humanism 
is our norm, and in both 
groups we find atheists who 
may assume that our spirituality is really a kind of 
metaphor or psychological atavism. 


More common among unprogrammed Friends, 
however, is the experience of commonalities with 
Buddhism, especially Zen. Many who have taken 
tours through Eastern religions in the past decades 
practice a kind of syncretic Quakerism with aspects 
of Zen, Sufism, New Age, Native American or Wiccan 


1. The belief that the New Testament trumps the Old 
and that Jesus and Christianity supersede and replace 
Moses and Judaism, implying that Jews must “convert” 
to claim their covenant. 
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symbolism or ritual added in. I must confess that 
this could easily describe my Quakerism: I call 
myself a Daoist Jewish Quaker, for the Judeo- 
Christian heritage is infused in our culture —even 
of those who are allergic to explicit mention of 

any doctrine from it. In the last five years I have 
reached clarity that I cannot use the word Christian 
to describe my beliefs at all — the essential elements 
of the Christian faith since at least 325, the year 
the Council of Nicza established the Creed, are not 
my experience of God or my understanding of the 
teachings of Rev Yeshu‘a bar Maryam of Nazareth. 
Even though most Christocentric Friends in the 
unprogrammed branch do not subscribe to the 
details of those creeds, I cannot accept identifying 
with even an “alternative Christianity” as I used to. 


At the same time, I find in my studies, both of Quaker 
history and writings and 
of the Talmud and Jewish 
understandings of Torah, 
that I am very much in the 
mainstream of the Quaker 
movement, returning to 
the teachings of Jesus and 
rediscovering, as the first 
Quakers said, the life and 
power of the primitive 
church when it was filled 
with the Paraclete after 
Pentecost. The reason is 
that those early Christian 
Jews were very in tune 
with their Rabbi Jesus the 
Jew. In following Jesus, I 
left the Calvinism of my 
upbringing and later all 
the Christian sects I knew 
and found Quakerism; 
in following Jesus I 
explored my Jewish 
roots and discovered the 
Jewish-ness of Jesus and 
Quakerism. To some degree the failure of Christians to 
understand, ever since the Jesus Movement was taken 
over by non-Jews in the Second and Third centuries, 
the teachings of their Master — let alone live by them 
— is a result of the anti-Semitism that invaded the 


Shekhinah, the (in-dwelling) Presence or Holy Spirit, 
Adonai, my Lord, or haShem, the (holy) Name, are 
common Jewish ways of referring to G-d, either 
because direct reference feels too sacrilegious, or 
because the word God doesn’t describe the amorphous, 
mystical Ground of Being, the I-Am-that-I-Am. 


When evangelical Friends have 
tried to tell me that ! must have 
a relationship with Jesus, | have 
sometimes said that | do have one, 
and it is not that different from 
with Mohandas 
Gandhi, who died halfway around 
the world when J was not yet two 
years old, yet influences my life. But 
if Quakerism aHirms anything, it 
insists that knowing about someone, 
even God, is not the same as trul 
epowing them. | know God, who has 


essed me with direct contact and 


my relationship 


guidance, but never as Jesus, only 


as Shekhinah. 
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religion after the destruction of Judea in the year 135. 
To the degree that Christians either fail to comprehend 
the truly Jewish teachings of Rabbi Jesus or reject his 
Judaism, they block their own ability to understand 
those teachings. I would hope, having been astonished 
at Christians who deny it, that most Quakers at least 
recognize that Jesus was a Jew and understand the 
logic of this viewpoint. 


What I am saying here is not news nor even novel 
among most scholars. There are many books, both 
scholarly and popular, coming out of the Quest 

for the Historical Jesus and linguistic analysis 

of newly found manuscripts or even the canonic 
scriptures. Archaeology has shed new light on the 
Israelite religion of the Second Temple period when 
Jesus lived. Altogether these developments have 

led to better insights into the sources of Christian 
doctrines and nuanced 
understanding of what 
Jesus probably taught and 
what the early Christians 
wrote and how Gentiles 
modified earlier writings. 


We can state with a 
certain reliability several 
things about Jesus of 
Nazareth and the Jews 
who were his disciples 
until the Second Century. 
We can also speak about 
how teachings of the 
Sages of the Talmud 
enlighten us about what 
Jesus taught. I wish to do 
that by speaking about 
my understanding from 
my experience. When 
evangelical Friends have 
tried to tell me that I 
must have a relationship 
with Jesus, I have 
sometimes said that I do 
have, it is not that different from my relationship 
with Mohandas Gandhi, who died halfway around 
the world when I was not yet two years old, yet 
influences my life. But if Quakerism affirms 
anything, it insists that knowing about someone, 
even God, is not the same as truly knowing them. I 
know God, who has blessed me with direct contact 
and guidance, but never as Jesus, only as Shekhinah. 


Not long ago I was interviewed by some Mennonites, 
whose understanding of scripture I have often 
continued Pg. 14 


6 Western Friend 


& 


Let It Shine! 


March 2011 


FUNDING MEETINGHOUSES 
PACIFIC YM's HOLDING CORPORATION 


Hoo corporations, as the name suggests, 

are legal entities that hold things (i.e. assets) 
for those they serve. Historically, Yearly Meetings 
have used holding corporations to take legal title 

to Meetinghouses for unincorporated Meetings; 
hold title to financial assets likes stocks and bonds; 
and as fiduciaries, to oversee and when appropriate 
distribute valuable assets held for purposes in 
keeping with the mission of the Religious Society of 
Friends. Beneficial ownership or what the law calls 
equitable title remains with the transferor or, if a 
trust to benefit thirds parties is intended, vests in the 
beneficiaries. Thus corporation members must take 
their fiduciary responsibilities seriously. 


For many years, Pacific Yearly Meeting Holding 
Corporation enabled PYM’s Monthly Meetings to 
buy Meetinghouses and real estate without having 

to deal with the legalities of incorporating and 
maintaining a separate corporate identity. This need 
diminished in California with the enactment several 
years ago of a law that allows associations to register 
with the Secretary of State’s Office and then hold 
legal title in their own name. From an administrative 
or governmental prospective, it is essential to be able 
to identify who in the future will be able to transfer 
title. The new option of registered associations 
satisfies this need, but blurs the distinction between 
corporations and less formal groups like social 

clubs and street gangs, and is probably not available 
outside of California. 


PYM Holding Corporation is a section 501(c)(2) 
non-profit corporation. While (c)(3) non-profits 
are as common as pigeons in parks, (c)(2) non- 
profits are rarely encountered. In Internal Revenue 
Service parlance, a religious holding corporation 

is a “fully integrated church auxiliary” where “fully 
integrated” means integral, “auxiliary” means 
adjunct and “church” means a congregation united 
by faith or belief. In keeping therewith, PYM Holding 
Corporation is separate from but essential to the 
right functioning of Pacific Yearly Meeting. 


PYM's HOLDING CORPORATION 


PYM Holding Corporation is a corporate fiduciary 
whose job is to hold title to real property and other 
assets for Pacific Yearly Meeting and its associated 
Monthly Meetings. At this time, in addition to 
holding cash and stock for two Monthly Meetings, 
PYM Holding Corporation is responsible for holding 
and disbursing the proceeds received as a result 

of laying down San Fernando Valley Meeting and 
selling its Meetinghouse. 


From that late 1996 sale, Friends received cash 
plus a 20-year note for $105,000 with a robust 9% 
interest rate. For the first 10 years, these proceeds 
could only be spent to help Pacific Yearly Meeting 
obtain a permanent site. To this end, over a decade 
ago $25,000 was distributed to PFOS — Pacific 
Friends Outreach Society. With Pacific Yearly 
Meeting’s failure come to unity upon the PFOS/ 
Quaker Oaks Visalia site or obtain a different 
permanent site, on Halloween of 2006 those 
proceeds became available to help PYM’s Monthly 
Meetings acquire Meetinghouses. 


During 2009, PYM Holding Corporation gave 
$50,000 to San Diego Monthly Meeting to support 
its participation in the construction of the Friends 
Center, a just-under 7,000 square foot building 
within the City of San Diego, which is uniquely 
devoted to peace work, social justice, and spiritual 
development amidst military-dependent families 
and workers. 


According to Wikipedia, “San Diego is the site of 
one of the largest naval fleets in the world, and San 
Diego has become the largest concentration of Naval 
facilities in the world due to base reductions at 
Norfolk, Virginia and retrenchment of the Russian 
naval base in Vladivostok. Two of the U.S. Navy’s 
Nimitz class supercarriers, (the USS Nimitz and the 
USS Ronald Reagan), five amphibious assault ships, 
several Los Angeles-class “fast attack” submarines, 
the Hospital Ship USNS Mercy, carrier and 
submarine tenders, destroyers, cruisers, frigates, and 
many smaller ships are home-ported there.” 
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The San Diego Friends Center is situated on the 
campus of the First Church of the Brethren. Friends 
Center is innovative not only in its use of “green 
construction” methods, but also because of its 
cooperative ownership and governance which unites 
San Diego Monthly Meeting, San Diego Church of 
the Brethren, the San Diego Peace Resource Center, 
and the San Diego Area Program of the American 
Friends Service Committee (AFSC) as partners in 
the accessible building. Because Friends Center’s 
interior is unfinished, they welcome further financial 
support from Meetings and individual Friends. 


At PYM’s 2010 annual gathering, PYM Holding 
Corporation granted $50,000 to Chico Friends 
Meeting for its new Meetinghouse, and committed 
to give Inland Valley Friends Meeting a like sum if it 


SAN DIEGO FRIENDS CENTER OPENS 
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settles upon a site this year. If not, Inland Valley is 
expected to re-apply for funding. 


Including the $50,000 which is likely to be 
distributed to Inland Valley, as of the beginning of 
2011 the proceeds which remain to be distributed 
consists of $136,600 in a bank account and the 
further $51,900 which remains due on the 9% note. 


Requests for funds to help any Pacific YM Monthly 
Meeting acquire a new Meetinghouse should explain 
the Meeting’s acquisition or construction plan, 

its available funds and anticipated fundraising, 
anticipated costs, and amount requested. These 
should be emailed to the author (landbird@ 
comcast.net) prior to Pacific Yearly Meeting’s 2011 
annual gathering. 


Friends and friends of Friends spent the weekend of March 11-13th celebrating the opening of the 
long-awaiting Friends Center. Music, puppet theater, building and garden tours showed off the 
collaborative efforts to build a new home for San Diego Friends Meeting, the First Church of the 
Brethren, the San Diego Peace Resource Center, and American Friends Service Committee’s San 
Diego program. As of April 2005, over 80 volunteers have helped in the construction of the Friends 
Center, doing everything from planting food-bearing trees and bushes to digging footings and 
laying pipe. Congratulations, Friends! For more info: http://www.sandiegofriendscenter.org/ 
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Heralding the New Creation: 


POUT LECCE 


Mission as Participation in the Quaker Tradition 


For years, Berkeley Friends Church- one of a very few pastoral, non-evangelical Friends churches in 

the West- has put on an annual event called Quaker Heritage Day. The events of the day bring together 
Friends from pastoral and unprogrammed traditions to engage deeply in conversation with a weighty 
Friend on a topic of their expertise. This year’s speaker was C. Wess Daniels, who is the released minister 
of Camas Friends Church in Washington State. Wess is a father of two little girls, a husband and a doctoral 
student at Fuller Theological Seminary. What follows is an edited transcript of the first of three sessions he 


led at Quaker Heritage Day. 


N 2006 I WAS LIVING WITH MY WIFE IN PASADENA, 

CALIFORNIA, attending Fuller Seminary. I think 
at that point I’d begun my doctoral studies, and 
I'd begun making some connections online with 
various Quaker bloggers. Robin and Chris Mohr 
invited us to come up to this thing called Quaker 
Heritage Day- and I thought it sounded like a 
national holiday! It seems like something we 
should ALL be celebrating! 


I come from an evangelical background, and 

in that tradition, we think about conversion as 

one specific turning point. Where I’m at now, I 
think about the multiple conversions that happen 
throughout life, and the various cycles we go 
through. Attending Quaker Heritage Day in 2006 
was one of those times for me, because it’s the first 
time I can really remember being with Quakers 
who weren't all Evangelical Friends. I built some 
really good friendships with unprogrammed 
Friends, and it set me on a different path. It helped 
me to learn about the concerns of Friends beyond 
what I knew. A lot of what I’m talking about today 
is the fruit of that turning point, or conversion. 


YUU ORHAN YAO TEEATUUOECPE OVA UECAO QUEENA AA ECHUCA RAAT 


FINDING FRIENDS, © 
SIX FEET DOWN 


I grew up Catholic, until the age 
of 14, when my parents started 
going to a fundamentalist, 
charismatic, nondenominational 
church. You can start to piece 
together a bit of my teenage 
years. But it wasn’t all bad. I 
learned a lot about the Bible. 

At the age of sixteen, I felt 

the call to go into ministry. 

And after I felt the call to 
ministry, I began looking into 
colleges, and I ended up going 
to Malone College in Ohio. It 

is a Friends college, though 
they don’t necessarily know 
they’re a Friends college. If 

you dig deep enough- about 

six feet- you can find Quakers. 

I was just curious enough to 
start to dig, and within a few 
years, I encountered the Quaker 
tradition. 


I had a professor who wore 
jeans and a black leather vest, 
and he walked around campus 
quoting Bob Dylan lines. “It’s all 
right Mom, I’m only bleeding...” 
Ghost white hair, in his fifties, 
very much a child of the sixties. 
I connected with him instantly 
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because my parents are right there with him. He 
called himself a stone-cold, nonviolent warrior for 


Jesus — very evangelical, Biblical, but very pacifist. He 


was the only pacifist that I knew of at the college at 
that time. And he was the one who introduced me to 
this whole new way of reading Jesus and the gospels 
in light of nonviolence. I had never heard that was 


even a possibility. That really was attractive to me and 


made sense of how I understood who God was. 


I started to change theologically, and when I 
encountered Quakerism, I thought, ”Hey, there’s 

a whole church of people who believes this sort of 
stuff? I must be one of them!” I was adopted and 
they haven’t been able to get rid of me ever since. I 
started youth pastoring at a Friends church in Ohio. 
It’s in a pretty evangelical yearly meeting, and not 
known for being very ecumenical. 


I started the recording process at that church, and 
I remember that I was meeting with some of the 
elders as part of the process. They asked if I had 
any questions for them. I had been thinking about 
two questions that still propel much of what I’m 
interested in as a pastor and an academic. The two 
questions were: 


oWhat happened to us [in the Yearly Meeting 

in Ohio] that we no longer identify ourselves as 
Quakers and we no longer connect ourselves to a 
lot of the important Quaker testimonies? 


oWhat do we do about it? 
I hope I will answer those questions broadly here. 
UNPACKING “MISSION” 


The word mission and missiology as a study has 
changed over the past 150 years, from a pre-critical 


understanding of culture to a critical understanding. 


The pre-critical understanding is that we carry 
with us all our assumptions, and bring with us 
those colonial tendencies- sort of a superior feeling 
about our own culture over someone else’s. A post- 
colonial, critical understanding of mission sees the 


goodness inherent within all cultures and all people. 


The study of mission itself has changed and our 
understandings of culture abroad in the west have 
changed. 


What are some of the ways you ve experienced or 
understood “mission”? 


[Participant answers included: ] 


-purpose -feed the hungry 
-being sent -leading 
-proselytizing -agenda 
-vocation -good news 


Western Friend 


REFLECTIONS ON QUAKER HERITAGE DAY 


Because this article is only a small portion of the 
sessions Wess led during Quaker Heritage Day, I 
wanted to briefly share what some Friends wrote 
about their experiences afterward. -The Editor 


Robin Mohr, 
San Francisco Friends Meeting 


Wess’s first topic of the day (after his introduction) 
was a redefinition of the word mission. I feel like 

it was an opportunity to reclaim the word, much 
like Carol Spencer inspired me to reclaim the word 
holiness last year. He started by asking us what 
associations we had with the word. These ranged all 
over, from the saving of souls to military campaigns. 
I personally think of the haunting movie with 
Jeremy Irons & Robert DeNiro, The Mission. 


As I see it now, the word “mission” for a 
postmodern church or meeting means something 
combining the secular nonprofit organizational 
meaning of a purpose for being, as in a mission 
statement, and the Quaker meaning of a leading, 
or a God-directed purpose. It means the work that 
a particular church or meeting is called to do and 
be, and Divinely fitted to do, and needed to do. 


Then Wess proposed a very interesting idea, that 
the mission of the church, broadly speaking, is to 
be a midwife to the spiritual life, of an individual 
or a community. 


As a midwife does with an expectant mother, the 
church trains, prepares and brings faith that a 
person or community can have or already has a 
spiritual life. The church/minister has the role of 
accompanying the person who’s developing their 
spiritual life - they're not in charge of creating 

it or saying where it will go, although they may 
have some experience of seeing how things often 
progress, and can be reassuring along the way. 
The church has to be flexible but not unmoored. A 
minister serves a community as a whole and people 
as individuals. The church has to be in it for the 
long haul. 


I know I want to spend more time contemplating 
and discussing this image. Does it speak to you? 
Would your meeting or church be open to thinking 
about its purpose this way? 


Read more about Robin’s experience at Quaker 
Heritage Day at http://robinmsf.blogspot.com/. 
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There’s a lot of different things that word brings up, 
some good, some really not good. I know when I was 
thinking through it, I automatically came up with 
colonialism and cultural superiority. 


I don’t think about mission as foreign versus local. 
Mission can happen right here. Getting together and 
talking, and sharing our stories about who we are, 
our history, is witness. This is as much a part of the 
church being missional as going overseas and doing 
relief work, digging wells and those sorts of things. 
Historically, the church has sometimes overlooked 
that it has a ministry here, to our neighborhoods and 
neighbors, to care for and advocate for them. 


What if Jesus became our model for mission? How might 
that change our perspective? Jesus never proselytized 


anyone. He invites them into a community, a new way of 
_ life, and he advocates for people, but he never presses 
_ them down and tells them, “You gotta believe this.’ 


There are lots of ways we can understand what the 
church’s mission might be. I tend to look at Jesus 
as an example of a missionary, one who proclaims 
peace. And if you begin to look at Jesus as someone 
who might be a missionary, then you begin to look 
at the practices he embodies, those of nonviolence, 
justice, those he eats with, redrawing those lines 
about who’s “in” and who’s “out”, listening to those 


who were not given a voice in his day. 


What if Jesus became our model for mission? How 
might that change our perspective on mission? Jesus 
never proselytized anyone. He invites them into a 
community, a new way of life, and he advocates for 
people, but he never presses them down and tells 
them, “You gotta believe this.” 


Mission might then take on a 
different feel, if we couched it 
in the life of Christ. 


Parker Palmer wrote, “The 
mission of the church is not to 
enlarge its membership, not to 
bring outsiders to accept its terms, but simply to love 
the world in every possible way- to love the world as 
God did and does.” 


MIDWIVES AND THE PRACTICE OF 
ACCOMPANIMENT 
What if a midwife was the image we thought of 


for ourselves, for the church, as people of faith, 
as inspiration for how we are to interact with the 


world? I think of a midwife as somebody who is 
committed to accompaniment, through what could 
be a really amazing experience, or could be a really 
hard or tragic experience. Just being present with 
someone, that sense of apprenticeship- while there 
is schooling, a lot of the learning of how to become 
a midwife comes from being in the room where it’s 
happening, and going through the process. And 
midwives have to be prepared for all manner of 
things, and are a non-anxious presence in potentially 
stressful situations, who knows how to keep peace. 


What if the church stopped being so book-focused 
and speaker-focused and became more apprentice 
focused, and worked on doing 
more hands-on, experiential 
things? Let’s teach our kids what it 
means to live nonviolently, not by 
talking about it, but by going out 
and doing it, and learning the skills 
necessary to respond to crises we 
face and that our neighbors face. 


A midwife is local, she services the 
community, but she’s mobile, she goes where she is 
needed. You don’t go to her, she comes to you. What 
if the church stopped having this attractional model- 
‘you've got to come to us!’? What if instead we flipped 
that on its head and said, ‘We're really committed to 
our local area, but what we want to do is we want to 
go to where the people are, and be with them. Not 
with an agenda, but to accompany them, and to be 
present to them, not to expect them to ever enter into 
our building, necessarily.’ 


What we as people need right now more than 
anything are people who carry this image of the 
midwife with them. It gives me a different sense of 
trying to be a person who’s trying to love God and 
love others. 


What if the church stopped being so book-focused and 


speaker-focused and became more apprentice-focused, 
and worked on doing more hands-on, experiential things? 


CHRISTENDOM CRUMBLING 


You have all experienced many cultural changes in 
your lives. One I think is important to consider is 
Christendom- this idea that an entire culture or an 
entire country can be Christian has a lot of history to 
it that starts back with Constantine. It’s something 
that’s pretty hard to break in the West, but in the 
past fifty years or so it seems like Christendom has 
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been crumbling. Where fifty or sixty years ago it was 
important that we were card-carrying members of 
the local Presbyterian or Episcopalian church, or 
whatever was good for wherever you were at, that’s 
no longer the case. 


Fifty or sixty years ago, you could expect that people 
had a basic understanding of what it meant to be 

a Christian, even if it was somewhat tangled up in 
nationalistic and colonial ideas. That’s no longer the 
case. We don’t share a common thread of morality 
in the West. We don’t share a common story in 

that sense. I don’t think that’s a bad thing. I think 
there’s a lot of baggage that came with the idea of 
Christendom, and I think Quakers- as part of the 
movement that arose as the Religious Society of 
Friends- pushed against Christendom. I don’t know 
enough to know whether we’re responsible for its 
crumbling. 


You've probably had this experience -when someone 
asks if you go to church, or it comes up that you’re 

a Quaker- people most often don’t know what a 
Quaker is. In our society today there’s a lack of 
understanding that can be an advantage to us. We 
get to be that first Quaker that person meets. We get 
to embody that for them. For the first time, people 
enter into our meetings or into a relationship with us 
that may not have any of the baggage that goes along 
with a Christendom culture- or maybe they do, and 
they're looking for something completely different. 
In either case, we have something to offer them, we 
have an alternative story to share about how we, too, 
have some different ideas about what it means to be 
the church in our culture. 


It’s not enough to think we can be the church that 
was fifty or sixty years ago. We have to know what’s 
around us, and like the midwife, be prepared to 
respond to any situation. 


MMM CCC 


Many thanks to Brian Young, pastor of Berkeley 
Friends Church, for sharing the recordings of the 
sessions from QHD. You can listen to them too! 
Visit http://www.berkeleyfriendschurch.org/files/ 
audio/ to download great recordings of all three 
of Wess’ sessions, and the lively Q&A periods that 
followed each of them. 


You can read more of Wess’ writing on his blog, 
Gathering in Light: http://gatheringinlight.com/. 
Slides and copies of handouts from his Quaker 
Heritage Day presentations are also available on 
his blog. 


REFLECTIONS ON QUAKER HERITAGE DAY 


Lisa Hubbell, 
Strawberry Creek Friends Meeting 


I love the format of Quaker Heritage Day: a full 
Saturday morning and afternoon, with someone 
who has thought a lot about Quakerism sharing 
some background on a topic (often from Quaker 
history), and inviting the whole group to reflect on 
how this fits with our experience as Friends. People 
attend from programmed and unprogrammed 
meetings across California. The same speaker gives 
a sermon at the church on Sunday. 


One of the most intriguing ideas Wess shared 
was “remix culture.” Wess’ basic description was 
that many people are moving from a “read-only” 
encounter with texts, to a collage or remix which 
brings their own experience into an interaction 
with pieces of different existing works. The 
resulting new creation may challenge the intent 
of the original works. Some of Wess’ examples of 
remix were: 


¢ YouTube videos that sample classic songs, and 
reinterpret them in combination with newer ones. 


¢ Early Friends’ epistles that quoted the Bible 
extensively without citing sources. 


It strikes me that Quakers are actually quite well- 
practiced at remix culture. Ever since‘George Fox 
wrote that “this I knew experimentally”, we have 
been challenged to integrate spiritual messages 
into our own lived experience. The juxtaposition 

of many voices in our messages in worship and 
business, and responses to queries, have most of us 
in the habit of contributing to collages. 


I am challenged by ministry that was given to 
me on Sunday, in the open worship after Wess’ 
sermon. I had a visual image of a kaleidoscope, 
in which we are all pieces of different colored 
glass. In our business meetings, we are shaken up 
and moved into different arrangements, and our 
decisions settle into an order which none of us 
might have imagined. We let our meetings start 
to die if we stop seeing each other as translucent, 
if we assume that anyone is opaque, or do not let 
ourselves be open to the Light that might shine 
through us. 


Read more of Lisa’s reflections at 
http://rootedandgrounded.blogspot.com/ 
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CALLTO — 
INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING 


37th Annual Gathering 
nfronting | Racism: the Heart Work Within 


june 5 - 12, 2011, Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico. 


e invite all Friends and interested friends to the annual gathering of Intermountain Yearly Meeting at 

Ghost Ranch, New Mexico, June 5-12, 2011. The theme of the gathering will be “Confronting Racism: 
the Heart Work Within.” Our guest speaker and resource person will be Niyonu D. Spann, noted musician, 
organizational developer, and creator of the Beyond Diversity 101 workshops. Niyonu recently served four 
years as Dean of Pendle Hill, a Quaker adult study center, and is active on the Friends General Conference 
Committee for Ministry on Racism. She is also the founder and director of Tribe 1, a singing and drumming 
performing group that recently celebrated its 15th year of making music and performing. She will deliver a 
talk on “Discernment: a Practice of Rigorous Truthfulness, conduct two workshops during the “Early Days” 
and meet with our young people. 


Niyonu stresses the need for “vigorous truth telling and unrelenting heart-connection” in learning to know 
and love people who are different from us. Many of us acknowledge that the Religious Society of Friends is not 
always welcoming to people of color and to those whom we see as somehow different, whether because of social 
class, country of origin, gender, sexual orientation, age or other characteristics. Her work is designed to help 
us move beyond the vicious cycles embedded in society and our own souls, to take responsibility for our buried 
ideas, and to develop effective skills for truly abolishing systematic discrimination within and without. 


During this gathering, we will also be seeking clarity about our spiritual response to the problems of immigration 
and their relationship to racism as well as initiating a program of Quakers and the Arts. We will join in love 
and fellowship with one another and enjoy the rejuvenating experience of Ghost Ranch, one of the uniquely 
beautiful and peaceful places that our planet offers us. 


I hope to see you all there. 


Claire Leonard 


Clerk, Intermountain Yearly Meeting 


Niyonu's Description of her Keynote Address 


Discernment: a practice of rigorous truthfulness. If we seek a 
fuller vision of and ability to actualize a whole, inclusive and just 
society, we require the gifts and disciplines of the Spirit. In my 
experience of peace-building and justice work, I’ve found no skill 
of greater importance than that of discernment. 


We are in the midst of information overload, the mass 
destruction of living things, continued attachment to 
maintaining power over. With a regular diet of fear-based 
propaganda feeding a belief system in separation, many of us 
lose sight of our points of connection or what we have done 

to block them. Why did we forget who we are? Do we really 
want to remember? Can we? Indeed! Through discernment we 
remember and invigorate wholeness. 


| For registration materials, visit http://imym.org/2011annualgathering/2o11registration. Registrations 
_ are due April 19th; Friends are asked to pay a voluntary $25 late fee on forms postmarked after that. 
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The Machine Gun 


by Elizabeth Boardman 
® 


For two or three years now, I’ve been pursued by a fantasy featuring a 60-something grandmother, an 
experienced Friend known for her support of Meeting activities and her work as a peace activist. Caroline 
Gardner is her name. In this persistent fantasy, Caroline does the most bizarre thing. 


eeting for Worship has just ended. 
Introductions and announcements have begun. 
None of us notice Caroline slip out of the room. 


But we all see her when she comes back in. 
Dear God in heaven! 


Pacifist Caroline is carrying a machine gun in her 
two hands. Her face is flushed. She comes up and 
stands near the clerk. 


Several people gasp. Someone says “A-K 47.” 

Sandy McCorkle gives a little laugh. Joan Storey, 
announcing the annual picnic, stops in mid- 
sentence. John Paine, clerk of M&O, rises in the back 
row. There is dead silence. Everyone sits frozen in 
shock and fear. 


After a moment, the clerk speaks gently: “Caroline?” 


Caroline is trembling and breathing hard. She holds 
the gun across her front. At least she is not pointing 
it at anyone. 


“Caroline? Will you put that down?” 


“No,” she says, “not yet.” Her voice is strange. Her 
face goes from red to white. We wait, ready to spring 
into action. One young mother eases her way out the 
back door. 


Caroline takes a deep breath. 
“I need you all to know, I need you to realize....” 
She falters, begins to cry, recovers herself. 


“For two or three years now, I have been plagued 
and pursued by the idea that I must make you 
understand...” 


She falters again and the clerk reaches for the gun. 
But Caroline moves back, holding it away from him. 


“This is my gun,” she says. “ It is my gun. I have paid 
for this gun, and for two or three others.” 


She takes another big breath. 


“I paid for this gun with my income taxes, and you 
other dear Friends have also paid for machine guns 
and AK-47s, one or two or six or twenty, depending 
on your tax obligation.” 


She pauses for breath. She looks like her heart is 
racing. 


“You are shocked by the sight of this gun and you 
are terrified, even when it is in the hands of a pacifist 
and not pointed at anyone. I am terrified to be 
holding it. 


“But with our taxes, we are putting many such guns 
into the hands of angry, scared young people, who do 
aim them, and do pull the trigger. 


“It is so easy for us, living our comfortable and 
privileged lives, to forget this. It is easy to forget the 
Peace Testimony. It is easy to put off the issue of 
war taxes until another year, and another year, and 
another. 


“So I had to remind you. I’m sorry.” 


With that, she turned away and left the room. No one 
dared go after her. No one said a word. 


Elizabeth Boardman is a member of Davis Friends 
Meeting in California. 


PAY UNDER PROTEST CAMPAIGN 


You can pay your federal taxes yet still make a 
statement against war. Pacific Yearly Meeting’s 
War Tax Resisters group invites you to participate 
in their “Pay Under Protest” campaign. Their goal 
is to inspire at least 200 Friends (and others) who 
feel they have no choice but to pay their taxes to 
pay under protest. If people are not required to 
pay, they, too, can let their congressmen know they 
are glad to be exempt from supporting the military 
foreign policy of the USA. 


It’s simple: pay your taxes as usual, and by April 
15th, send a letter to your legislators saying you are 
paying under protest the portion of your tax bill 
that funds war. Then send a copy of your letter to 
Elizabeth so you can be counted in the campaign. 


Please contact Elizabeth for a model “Pay Under 
Protest” letter to legislators or a FAQ sheet on war 
taxes. eboardman@sbcglobal.net / 530-759-1980. 
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Quakerism & Judaism, cont. from pg. 5 


whose understanding of scripture I have often 
appreciated, and I was asked, “What is your 
relationship with Jesus?” I had to stop and clarify 
quickly where I am. I replied after a quick ‘aha!’ 
moment: “Jesus is my rebbe. He is the teacher 
(rabbi) who guides me when I go to his teachings 
looking for suggestions. He is the one whose 
teaching illuminates my understanding of the 
Divine. Not the only one, for sure. Although I reject 
all gurus, teachers who require dependency and 
blind obedience, he is one of the key guides for my 
religious life.” 


There is a growing interest among Jews in the 
great Jewish thinkers and religious pioneers 
whom rabbinical Judaism does not recognize; 
Jesus is naturally one of the principal leaders to 
be considered. Many Jewish people have spent 
time trying to reconcile Jesus’ teachings with the 


mainstream of Judaism. It is not hard to do initially. 


Several Jewish teachers and philosophers have 
maintained that Jesus taught nothing that was 
not already part of Judaism in the First century. 
Others contend that his was simply a question 
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of emphasis, focus or calling the Jewish people 

back from the temptations of Hellenic culture and 
Roman imperialism. Perhaps Quakerism can help 
Judaism reclaim Jesus, for in rediscovering primitive 
Christianity, “the early church restored from the 
Apostasy,” as George Fox said, the early Children of 
the Light rediscovered many of the Jewish aspects of 
that diverse Jesus movement and its Jewish founders 
— although they failed to identify them as such. .. 


There are many teachings of Jesus that I find 
essential for my guidance and which are found in 
liberal Judaism. As I read the journals and teachings 
of the admirable first Quakers, I hear them saying 
the same things. I have no trouble celebrating in 
the joy and Chassidic singing of Jewish Renewal; 
it complements wonderfully the focus, seriousness 
and mysticism of my Quaker Meeting. (Synagog 
is merely Greek for meeting, after all.) Both are 
practices that bring me closer to my Creator and 
open way for my service or ministry to the rest of 
humanity and the Divine. I am thankful for my 
Rebbe’s leading me into this place. 


D. Pablo Stanfield is a member of University 
Friends Meeting in Seattle, Washington. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 
Quakers in Pastoral Care 


and Counseling 


Writing to Reach the Soul 


with Anne Beaufort 
®? Quaker Hill Conference Center 
*2 Richmond, Indiana 
April 7-10, 2011 
Reflect through writing and art on where 
your soul’s journey is taking you right now. 
Learn tools for spiritual practice—with 
yourself, with colleagues and with clients. 
ANNE BEAUEORT, who focuses on the 
creative and developmental processes of 
writers, has taught at Pendle Hill, Sitka 
Center for Art and Ecology, the National 
Cathedral and Seattle Cancer Care 
Alliance. She is a professor at University of 
Washington (Tacoma) and affiliated with 
University Friends Meeting (Seattle). 


QUAKERS IN PASTORAL CARE AND COUNSELING is an 
organization of Friends in ministries of pastoral care, 
counseling and chaplaincy. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


BLACK FIRE: AFRICAN AMERICAN QUAKERS ON 
SPIRITUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

EDS. HAL WEAVER, PAUL KRIESE, 

AND STEVE ANGELL 


$23.95, SOFTCOVER 


REVIEWED BY ROB PIERSON 


A Unitarian Universalist minister asked me 
yesterday, “How can I speak to my congregation 
from my experience as an African American woman 
when they are still surprised that there is a Black 
History month? Where can I possibly start?” She 
hoped that we Quakers might have a better footing. 
Perhaps, with this book, we do. 


In the foreword to Black Fire, Emma Lapsansky- 
Werner calls the book ‘an unfurling of rolled-up 
scrolls’. These scrolls preserve writings of African 
American Friends (and friends of Friends) from 
Benjamin Banneker’s letter to President Jefferson in 
1791 up to Vera Green’s “Blacks and Quakerism” in 
1973. 


The book devotes most of its space to 20th century 
authors. A few of these writers, like Howard 
Thurman, may be familiar due to fame and 
publication among Friends. Others, like Bayard 
Rustin, are increasingly recognized for their work in 
the civil rights movement. The rest will be unknown 
to most Friends — relations we’ve yet to meet. 


This is not a history text. Contextual notes are brief. 
Instead, in their own words, we hear freemen and 
freed slaves, promoters of African trade, women 
ministers, educators, abolitionists. We hear 

from lawyers, poets and a writer of the Harlem 
Renaissance, a sociologist, anthropologist, and a 
documenter of slave narratives. 


We hear from Quakers and their critics, one 

and the same. We read the testimony of William 
Boen, former slave and exemplary Quaker, denied 
membership among Friends for decades. Some, like 
Sarah Mapps Douglass in the 19th century or Vera 
Green in the 20th, question how Friends continue to 
place fellow Friends on the back bench. Others, like 
Barrington Dunbar and George Sawyer challenge 
our tendency to hide behind silence when social 
testimony is urgently needed. 


continued next page 
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African American Quakers on Spirituality 


Black Fire 


.. African American Quakers 
\ on Spirituality 


and Human Rights 


“As these narratives unfurl, the reader gets a close look at the broad 
diversity within the black Quaker experience.” 
Emma Lapsansky-Werner, Haverford College 


“A landmark book that reframes our understanding of Quakerism. ... 

should be required reading for anyone interested in American religion 
» 

and reform. John Stauffer, Harvard University 

“A unique, much-needed contribution to the continuing conversation 


about religion and race.” Thomas Hamm, Earlham College 
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Yet this anthology also testifies vibrantly to Quaker 
spirituality. N. Jean Toomer offers one of the finest 
witnesses ever to the nature and practice of Quaker 
worship, and he urges us (in the words of early 
Friends) to keep the Inward Watch — recognizing both 
what we struggle against and what we struggle for. 


The book, like us, is imperfect, incomplete. The 
many small scrolls are loosely bundled, and one 
sometimes wishes for more text or context. Also, in 
order to set some limit, everyone born after 1930 is 
cut out of the conversation. The result is a book that 
ends mid-thought, provocatively unfinished, open- 
ended. 


But as such, it invites us into the conversation. These 
Friends call each of us to live into the spirit of our 
faith. They speak from their experience, illuminating 
both their lives and ours. 


Rob Pierson is a member of Albuquerque Friends 
Meeting in New Mexico. 


WHO Do You Say I AM? 
PENDLE HILL PAMPHLET 409 
BY LLOYD LEE WILSON 


$6, SOFTCOVER 


REVIEWED BY FORREST CURO 


Every Friend I know has come to reject the 
traditional accounts of why Jesus matters; most of 
them would probably deny that he does matter to 
them, or that the fact that he doesn’t should concern 
them. But that attitude dismisses what Friends, for 
hundreds of years, universally considered a truth of 
utmost significance. What does that say about our 
current assumptions and findings? 


It’s about time the Society of Friends takes a closer 
look at Jesus... and Lloyd Lee Wilson, as part of a 
lecture series at Pendle Hill, has provided a short, 
honest, thoughtful and almost complete examination 
of Jesus as an historical person, as a theological 
problem, as the inspiration of his own activism and 
devotion. 


It matters. “All worldly governments have good 
reason to consider Christians to be at one and the 
same time the most harmless, the most beneficial, 
and the most dangerous of the inhabitants of the 
nation. After all, what is the largest group of people 
who pray daily for the overthrow of the United 

States government... When he taught us to pray, “Thy 
Kingdom Come,’ I don’t think Jesus meant, ‘Give the 
Democrats a filibuster-proof majority in the Senate.’ 
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“The Kingdom of God begins with active concern for 
the dignity and immediate needs of the marginal and 
outcast of society and continues to restructure and 
reorder all of life in the most radical of ways... What 
have I done today to feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, visit the sick and imprisoned?” 


What does Jesus have to do with all this? Read the 
pamphlet. 


Forrest Curo is a member of San Diego Monthly 
Meeting. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Re: “NPYM Affiliation with FGC?” by Timothy 
Travis, January/February 2011 


It is very worthwhile to consider what Timothy Travis 
has to say about the question of North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting affiliating with Friends General Conference. 
Yet, as we do so, I would encourage making a 
distinction between independence and not affiliating. 
The difference may seem subtle at first glance, but I 
would argue that if we think more deeply about the 
matter, independence and affiliation might emerge 
as two separate issues. If we sort out the difference 
between the two, we may be able to think more 
expansively about affiliation with FGC. 


If NPYM were to affiliate, what aspects of our 
independent history or character would we need to 
sacrifice? I think none. We could affiliate and still 
be who we are. Our work and witness need not be 
compromised by participation in a larger Quaker 
body, a body with which we are already linked 

in many ways, albeit informally. We might even 
become more effective at doing what it is we want to 
do. It is important to note that this is not a creedal 
question. Affiliation is not about a doctrinal contest, 
and please, let’s not turn it into one. We are just as 
free to be independent in our perspectives and our 
practice with or without affiliation. 


And while we need not lose any of our uniqueness, 

I also think that we should not go into this with an 
exaggerated sense of how unusual we are. Of course 
we have our own history and personality, but is 
NPYM today somehow radically dissimilar to most 
other non-pastoral yearly meetings? It does not look 
that way to me. And I believe that a good decision 
about affiliation will be based on an accurate, 
realistic understanding of who we are. 
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When I became a Friend, I was drawn to the Quaker 
movement in its wholeness, and so visions of unity 
are important to me. I have worshipped in the 
unprogrammed, non-pastoral, liberal monthly 
meetings of Pacific, North Pacific and Intermountain 
Yearly Meeting since the 1970’s, and I have taught 

at the evangelical, pastoral, EFI-affiliated Northwest 
Yearly Meeting’s George Fox University for 34 years. 
Quaker convergence has been my daily discipline for 
a long time, and what I have seen and experienced 
at many a Quaker crossroad is neither fractured nor 
inconsequential. Friends in many places walk the 
talk of a Quaker vision in its fullness and stand in 
that power that transforms lives. 


Does NPYM promote such a vision of Quaker unity? 
If so, my own journey through Quakerdom leads 
me to believe that there is nothing about affiliation 
with FGC that will hinder us. Ironically, we just 
might nudge ourselves closer to being faithful to 
this leading if we go ahead and formally affirm 

our association with FGC. Affiliation would be an 
authentic act. And authenticity seldom undermines 
real friendship. To the contrary, authenticity often 
deepens relationships. 


Tom Head, Bridge City Friends Meeting 
Portland, OR 


To The Editor: 


Although I have always thought of the unborn 

child as a real human being, I am not sure that is 
my greatest reason for my objection to the practice 
of abortion. As I recall the arguments of John 
Woolman against slavery, his concern was as much 
for the condition of the slave owner as for the slave. 
As horrific as it seems to pull the unborn from the 
womb amidst its cries and pain (whether we view it 
as human or otherwise, it suffers) I am experiencing 
a growing awareness that this behavior holds within 
it the seeds of violence. As we find this practice 
easier to defend, we grow increasingly insensitive 
and ultimately nourish an environment in which 
suffering, death, aggression, and warfare are 
acceptable. 


In reading Quaker journals, I have been struck by the 
intense sensitivities at play in which the destruction 
and pain inflicted upon the least of creatures, even 
the ruination of bird nests, caused such remorse. 
Mother birds risk their lives to defend their unborn 
eggs. I find it hard to imagine that those engaged 

in the cessation of a prospective bundle of love, 


especially where mutilation and suffering result, do 
not inflict damage to the Light in themselves. 


But as I have reflected upon the arguments and 
reasoning of those in favor of abortion, I recognize 
another growing concern that another aspect of 
walking in the Light is at risk and also inevitably 
sows the seeds of violence. In some cases, abortion is 
defended on the grounds that the mother’s rights are 
the ultimate priority; that a baby is an interference 
in the life of a mother. Possibly our society is so far 
removed from the criteria for walking in the Light 
that it is oblivious to one of the most important 
necessities of that walk: the denial and crucifixion of 
self, especially as it relates to the subject of placing 
concern for others above that of ourselves. It is this 
very argument that is used to justify war: and for 
what other reason do we find that one human being 
murders another? It takes place at that point that 
anyone decides that their own life and needs are of 
greater importance that the life of someone else, 
whether they be a nation, an individual adult, or but 
an unborn baby. The seed and motivation of such 
behaviors quench the Spirit that leads on a path 

of unselfishness. And just as Friends often found 
themselves persecuted for their faith because they 
chose to take a difficult stand for what they believed 
was right, mothers may find that the choice to 

honor the life of another, albeit their own child, is a 
sacrifice for what is right that they must make. 


To regard our own pleasures, our time, our career 
and/or our finances above the life, the beginning 
or the existence of a baby fails to recognize what 
constitute the truest riches in life and from whence 
they come. It is that attempt to satisfy our personal 
ambitions, our cravings to make our own lives 
easier, upon which we will find the foundation for 
war. To promote the cause of peace while likewise 
promoting the violence contained in abortion is a 
dichotomy that is hard to fathom. In this, Ghandi 
was consistent; he despised abortion. “What leads 
to war?...Do they not arise from desires... you are 
jealous and covet...so you become murderers... 

you are unable to obtain contentment...so you kill.” 
(James 4:1-2) 


Stuart Banister 
Eugene, Oregon 
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FOR JUDY TO BE THE OUTSIDER 

I’ve long since got used Kristina Sullivan, a member of Tacoma Friends 

to this stupidity. She sees Meeting currently teaching English in Lebanon, 

a finch, I see a bird. She sees attended a lecture in Beirut a few months ago, 

an alyssum, I see a flower. given mostly in English. However, toward the end 

She sings the fourth verse, of the lecture, the formal presentation continued 

I mumble the second. I see in Arabic, which Kristina doesn’t speak. She wrote 

us in Greece or at least the following in her blog: “When the conversation 

Spain, She loves our back switched to Arabic I found myself in my own 

porch, I love the front steps. little world. This is part of being the outsider, the 
foreigner, which can be a lonely place and often 

I sweep the floor and she makes me turn to the pen. Tablet in hand, I found 

dusts the dolphin. She sees myself scribbling a little poem which I share with 

red leaves aglow, I see LEMAR: 

the sere leaves in the wind. 

She sees magic, and I fear To be the outsider 

the foul wizard’s tricks. er areriine 

She remembers anniversaries, hie 

and I never do, once a year. inside 

But I love beautiful her, requires me to go 


and she loves impossible me. fomenelenene 


(c) 2011 by David Ray heart 
David is a member of Pima Friends Meeting in place a cup 
Tucson. an 
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We Offer Socially Responsible Investment 
Management 


Investment Offerings 
Consolidated Fund 
Custom Allocation Accounts 
Pooled Life Income Common Fund 
Trust/Endowment Management 


Learn how our low cost, diversified investment approach 
can help with your long term financial objectives. 


215-241-7272 © www.friendsfiduciary.org 
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Above: 
“Almost Impossible to Spear It” 


Artists: Deborah Lukasik & Laura Swan and 
Southampton Intermediate School 


Right: 
“Collateral Damage” 
Artist: Lillian Moats 


op 
OP yrs. 


To view more panels from the exhibit, visit 
http://afsc.org/project/windows-and-mirrors. 


Have a smartphone? 
Scan this QR code to 
learn more about the 
a exhibit. 
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MURAL EXHIBIT 


American Friends Service Committee’s Windows 
and Mirrors is a national traveling exhibit that 
provides an opportunity to view visually stunning 
depictions of the war in Afghanistan through the 
eyes of artists and children. Made up of twenty- 
five, life-size 4-foot by 6-foot panels, the AFSC 
exhibit is a collaboration of over 40 artists and 
youth from around the world memorializing 
Afghan civilian casualties. The exhibit also 
includes images collected from Afghan high school 
students by Dr. Zaher Wahab, a professor at Lewis 
and Clark College who asked young Afghans to 
draw images from their daily reality. 


The exhibit is a memorial tribute to the countless 
Afghan civilian casualties of the war. Estimates 
of total Afghan civilian casualties go into the 

tens of thousands, and recently reached a record 
high last year. Taken together, the panels create 
a vast mural of over 900 square feet, creating an 
oversized statement on the human cost of war. 


Windows and Mirrors is on display at the 

Social and Public Art Resource Center in Venice, 
California, till March 13th, and will visit San 
Francisco during the month of October. If you 
would like to help bring this project into your 
community please send email to exhibit@afsc.org. 
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MEMORIAL MINUTES 


Does your Meeting have a 
memorial minute to share? 
Please email it to editor@ 
westernfriend.org. It will be 
published as space allows. 


Mary Lou Kenney 


Tacoma Friends Meeting 
1919-2010 


Mary Lou Kenney, a long time 
member of Tacoma Friends 
Meeting died peacefully at home 
September 3, 2010. 


Mary Louella York Kenny was born 
on July 8, 1919, to Herbert and 
Vera York in Seattle Washington. 
She attended Seattle Pacific College 
and was a member of the American 
Association of University Women 
up until she passed away. While 
she was a student at Seattle Pacific 
she met George Kenny. They went 
on their first date to a band concert 
in Seattle and decided afterward 

it was too short. They continued 
their date by going out to lunch 
together and ended up spending 
the entire afternoon together. Mary 
Lou barely made it home before 
midnight and was concerned that 
George not miss the last, midnight 
trolley back to the campus. 


George and Mary Lou were married 
June 13, 1942. They stayed married 
for 68 years and had five children: 
David, Otis, James, Bruce and Cora 
and three grandchildren: Jedadiah, 
Scott, and Phoebe. Mary Lou also 
taught Junior High Math for years 
and loved hiking. Mount Rainier 
was a favorite hiking spot for them. 


In 1952 they were founding 


members of Dallas Friends Meeting. 


After their retirement in 1983 

they moved to Gig Harbor, WA. 
Schooling remained important to 
Mary Lou even in her retirement, 
as she volunteered in the public 
schools in the Gig Harbor area. 
They attended and have been very 
active members in Tacoma Friends 
Meeting. Mary Lou started Quaker 


101 and helped many new attenders 
have a greater understanding of 
Quaker history. She served many 
terms of service on Ministry & 
Oversight, Nominating Committee, 
and General Clerk of the Meeting. 
She was active in Northwest 
Quarterly and North Pacific Yearly 
Meetings as well. 


Cora, her daughter, remembers 
Mary Lou as a very loving person 
who always had a smile for anyone 
whether F/friend or not. In Dallas, 
following passage of the Voting 
Rights Act, Mary Lou and a small 
group of women got together to 
assist anyone of color without 
means of transportation in getting 
to the proper places to register for 
the upcoming election. 


Tacoma Friends will miss her 
smiling face, ready advice, and 
potluck contributions. 


Eugene Peterson 


Palo Alto Friends Meeting 
1923-2010 


Eugene Peterson died on August 

1, 2010 at age 86. He retired 

in 1992 from Hewlett-Packard 
where he was Advertising and 
Documents Manager for the 
Scientific Instruments Division. 
Before that he had been an 
advertising manager at Varian Inc., 
University Editor at Santa Clara 
University, an account executive at 
Hal Lawrence Advertising Agency 
and a promotion writer for Pan 
American World Airways. He had 
been a member of Palo Alto Friends 
Meeting for over 50 years. 


He was born on September 19, 
1923, in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. 
He was raised in Wisconsin, 
attended Eau Claire High School, 
and graduated as an English major 
from the University of Wisconsin 
where he received senior honors 
for writing poetry. During the 
Second World War problems with 
vision kept him from serving in the 
Army so he served in the Merchant 
Marine. He returned to Madison 
where he met and then married his 


beloved wife Isabel in 1950. Eugene 
worked in Madison as a magazine 
editor before he and Isabel moved 
to Berkeley in 1952 and then settled 
in Palo Alto in 1959. 


Gene and Isabel signed the 
membership book of the Palo Alto 
Friends Meeting on November 20, 
1959. They became very interested 
in the Friends Committee on 
Legislation (FCL — now known as 
FCL-CA) and served as Meeting’s 
Representative to FCL for many 
years. From 1995 through 1997 
they were co-clerks of the FCL 
Policy Committee. They studied 
and advised on ballot measures 
and constantly studied and 
updated NRC (Northern Regional 
Committee) policy statements. In 
the year 2000 they were co-clerks 
of NRC. After the Harvest Festival, 
Palo Alto Meeting’s annual fund 
raiser for FCL, moved from Hidden 
Villa to the grounds of the Palo Alto 
Meeting, Gene was in charge of the 
treasures table for several years. 
He also served on the Hospitality 
Committee of the Meeting. 


He is survived by his wife Isabel 
of Palo Alto. They were married 
and were best friends for 60 years. 
He is also survived by son Marc 

of Newberryport, MA; daughter 
Lynn Conklin of Cathedral City, 
CA; son Leif of Chico, CA and five 
grandchildren. 


Eugene’s tight-knit family has 

many fond memories of camping 
trips, harmonica playing, spirited 
discussions and lots of love. His 
family will especially miss his sense of 
humor. As his health began to fail he 
quipped, “My decline seems dramatic 
because I used to be magnificent.” He 
will be missed by all of us. 


John Joseph Jaquette 


Honolulu Friends Meeting 
1918-2010 


John Jaquette was born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on 
August 30, 1918 and died in 
Honolulu, Hawaii on November 19, 
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2010. He was 92; he and his wife, 
Margaret Jaquette, had recently 
celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary on September 7. John 
was a Quaker all his life, growing 
up in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, 
as the youngest of 4 children of 
William Alderman Jaquette and 


Henrietta Gibbon Stratton Jaquette. 


The family, especially his mother, 
had long played an active part of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting — Race 
Street (Hicksite). Throughout 

his life, John was a quiet man of 
integrity with lively sense of humor 
who loved the outdoors. He was 
also a successful financial executive, 
and he served Honolulu Friends 
Meeting in many ways, including as 
Clerk and Treasurer. In fact he and 
his wife pledged their family home 
in Manoa Valley twice to support 
the meeting — first when the 
meeting house was purchased and 
then again when members founded 
Honolulu Junior Academy, which 
became Academy of the Pacific. 


John grew up in Swarthmore but 
spent all his summers from age 

1 to World War II at the family 
summer house on Eggemoggin 
Reach on idyllic Little Deer Isle, 
Maine. (In retirement, he and 
Margaret treasured their summers 
on Little Deer Isle in what had been 
his parents’ house.) Although his 
siblings attended Hicksite schools 
(George School and Swarthmore 
College), John chose to attend 
Orthodox schools (Westtown 
School and Haverford College). 
He graduated from Haverford in 
1939, where he was a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa. He then enrolled 
in graduate studies at Harvard 
Business School and earned his 
MBA in 1941. In those years, he 
met and married Margaret Laura 
Leaf on September 7, 1940, and 
they spent their honeymoon at 
the Jaquette cottage in Maine. 
After completing his MBA, John 
went to work for Armstrong Cork 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, as a 
Production Planner. 


Western Friend 


When war was declared after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, he agonized 
about what he should do: be a 
conscientious objector or join the 
armed forces. Like most of his 
Quaker peers, he volunteered. John 
and Margaret moved to Swarthmore 
when he was commissioned 
4/28/42 as an Ensign with duty 

as Assistant Paymaster at the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard. His initial 
service was in the Aviation Supply 
Office, Philadelphia, but soon after 
son David was born, he was sent 

to Pearl Harbor, Ford Island, and 
promoted to Lieutenant. During the 
rest of the war he served as Logistics 
Planning Officer, ComAirPac 
(Advanced Base Planning), on 

the staff of Commander Air Force 
Pacific Fleet and was the lead supply 
planner for the Navy Air Force in 
the Pacific theater. The part of his 
job that bothered him the most 

was having to provide replacement 
pilots as if they were supply parts. 
Once he went with his admiral to 
brief Admiral Nimitz, and his boss 
said that ‘I’ve brought my brains’ to 
explain the plans. He ended active 
duty and separated from the Navy 
February 3, 1946 at the end of his 
terminal leave. Upon his release, he 
and the family, now including son 
Stratton, moved to Hawaii, where he 
initially worked for the Territorial 
Civil Service. The family moved to 
Manoa Valley at the end of March 
1946 and lived there until 1970. His 
son Peter was born in Hawaii. 


John worked for Sears and then 
bought and operated an accounting 
and marketing company (Cardinal 
Services) before joining Hawaiian 
Telephone Company (then called 
Mutual Telephone) in 1949, where 
he rose rapidly from accountant 
through Director and Corporate 
Secretary, Controller, and Vice 
President to become Vice President 
- Finance and Executive Vice 
President. After the company 

was bought by GT&E in 1967, 

John ran in the election to be a 
member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1968, was elected, 


PAM 
eemractenatip 
and was appointed Chairman of the 
Submissions Committee. He kept 
the public informed of the work 
of the Convention, especially the 
Amendments, Resolutions etc. that 
were presented to the residents 
for a vote. He was interviewed by 
TV News reporters about once a 
week all summer long. The voters 
approved all the proposals. 


In 1970, he took employment 
with United Telecommunications 
(then called United Utilities) in 
Kansas City, Missouri, working 
with a former colleague from 
Hawaiian Telephone. He was 
initially Vice-President and 
Treasurer and subsequently 

was Senior Vice-President — 
Finance as well as Executive Vice 
President and Chief Financial 
Officer; he was also director of 
many subsidiaries. He was with 
United Telecommunications 

for 5 years before returning to 
Honolulu. Upon leaving United 
Telecommunications, he joined 
Associated Utility Services, was 
appointed Chairman of the Board, 
and opened an office in Honolulu. 
In the years with AUS, he provided 
expert witness in many utility 

rate cases around the country 
until he really did retire to spend 
uninterrupted summers in Maine. 
There he enjoyed sailing, visiting 
little islands and having picnics, 
and exploring — especially when 
family or friends visited. He and 
Margaret spent summers in Maine 
until 2006, when the long trips 
from Honolulu, Hawaii, to Bangor, 
Maine, became too arduous. 


John’s activities included 
presidencies of the Financial 
Executives Institute, the Tax 
Foundation, and the Gleemen of 
Honolulu, and directorships of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, 
the First Hawaiian Bank, the Child 
and Family Service, and other 
organizations. 


John was an avid sailor, especially 
of Mercury-class sloops in 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Quaker Life .. 


A Publication of Friends United Meeting 


Quaker Life—informing and 
equipping Friends around the 
world. Free sample available upon 
request. Join our family of Friends for 
one year (6 issues) at $24. For infor- 
mation contact Quaker Life, 

101 Quaker Hill Drive Richmond, 
IN 47374. 

Ph: 765-962-7573 

Email: quakerlife@fum.org 


Website: www.fum.org 


Explore the 
potential of 
Quakerism and 
Quaker action with 
a subscription to 
Friends Journal. 
Each issue is filled 
with unique and thoughtful articles, 
news, book reviews and more. 
Mention offer code WF2011 to start 
your Friends Journal subscription 
for just $40, a 45% savings off the 
cover price. Order by phone toll-free 
at (800) 471-6863 or online at www. 
friendsjournal.org. A paper-free PDF 


option is available. 


S| PENDLE HILL 


Pamphlets are timely essays on many 
facets of Quaker life, thought and 
spirituality, readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six pamphlets/ 
year for $25 (US.) Also available: 
every pamphlet published previously 
by Pendle Hill, including recent 
pamphlets by Warren Ostrom, Marge 
Abbott, Robert Griswold and Steve 
Smith. 800-742-3150 x2 or 
bookstore@pendlehill.org. 
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i Nt Kalimba 
i Magic 


We have a collection of Easter 
Hymns for the kalimba! 
The kalimba, or African thumb 
Piano, sings a song of joy and 
celebration. 
Learn more at: 
www.kalimbamagic.com 


(520) 881-4666 


The Tract Association of 
Friends 


(founded 1816) 


Offers pamphlets and books 
on Quaker faith and practice, 
Friends’ calendars and pocket 
calendars. 


1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia 
PA 19102-1403; phone: 215-579- 
2752; e-mail: taf1816@verizon. 
net; www.tractassociation.org 


EMPLOYMENT 


OWaker 


HOUSE 
Quaker House, since 1969 an 


active peace witness in Fayetteville, 
NC, near Fort Bragg, seeks a 
DIRECTOR to begin summer/fall 
2012. 


Qualifications: Alignment 

with Quakerism and its peace 
testimony; proven leadership, 
fundraising, writing, management 
skills; comfortable in a military- 
oriented environment. 


Appropriate salary and benefits, 
including housing/utilities in 
recently-renovated historic house 
for Director and small family. 


For more information: 
http://quakerhouse.org. 
inquiries to: 
betsybrinson@yahoo.com. 
Closing date August 1, 2011. 


Western Friend 2011 Advertising Rates: $.50 per word for classified 
ads. Minimum charge $15. Box ads: 10% extra, 25% extra for color. Logo 
+ $10. Display ads: $20 per column inch. Discounts for consecutive ads, 
special sizes of display ads. Call Kathy Hyzy at 503.956.4709 or email 
editor@westernfriend.org 


http://westernfriend.org/about-us/advertising/ 


Name: 
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Please send a check for $29 to: Western Friend, 833 SE Main St, | 
Mailbox #138, Portland OR 97214 


OR! Save $4 and subscribe online at westernfriend.org 
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SCHOOLS, RETREATS 


AND RETIREMENT 
Consider the Arizona Friends 


Community for your next, or your 
second, home. 360 degree mountain 
views, 4,000 ft. elevation, often 
near-perfect weather. Write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N San Luis 
Obispo Dr., Douglas, AZ 85607. 
Ph.#937.728.9887. Website: www. 
arizonafriends.com. 

SSP SE Seen sees 
Ben Lomond Quaker Center 


Personal retreats, family reunions, 


weddings, retreats, and our own 
schedule of Quaker programs. 
Among the redwoods, near Santa 
Cruz, CA. 831-336-8333. 


http://www.quakercenter.org. 


The 
Woolman 
Semester 


Friends 
high school 
intensive 


Interdependent studies of 
peace, justice & sustainability 


Project-based learning 
Living in Quaker community 
Extensive service-learning 
trips 
Call 530-273-3183 to 
find out more. 
www.woolman.org 


Vintage Books 
Rare and out-of-print Quaker 
journals, history, religion. 
Vintage Books, 181 Hayden Rowe 
St. Hopkinton, MA 01748. 
Email: books@vintagebooks1.com 
www.vintagequakerbooks.com 


Jacquette, from pg. 21 
Honolulu, often racing with friends 
out of Waikiki Yacht Club. He also 
had a small cruising class sailboat 
in Maine, the Piper III, and raced 
it in ‘Round the Island races and 
also raced 12s and 17s (A-Class 
sloops) out of Bucks Harbor Yacht 
Club with family members in 
Penobscot Bay, acquiring shelves 
of trophies. He also sang in the 
Honolulu Gleemen as second 
tenor for many years. He enjoyed 
playing bridge, becoming a Life 
Master, and golf, both in Hawaii 
and Maine. He hiked in New 
Zealand on the 33 mile Milford 
Track and in Maine, climbing Mt. 
Katahdin, the northern terminus of 
the Appalachian Trail. When living 
in Arcadia, John always enjoyed 


TRAVEL 


Santa Fe Guest Apartment 
Charming, affordable, with 
kitchenette at our historic adobe 
Canyon Road Meetinghouse. 
Convenient to galleries and 
downtown. Pictures at www. 
santa-fe.quaker.org. Reservations: 
friendsguestapartment@gmail.com 


or 505 983 7241. 


Service-Learning Trip 

to El Salvador June 11-27 
Sponsored by Palo Alto Friends 
Meeting. We invite youth aged 
14 and up plus adults who 
are young at heart to join us. 
We will do work projects, learn 
Spanish, and meet with youth 
and community leaders. We 
will visit rural communities and 
learn about the civil war and the 
current political and economic 
situation by listening to personal 
experiences and visiting historical 
sites. For information/registration 
scroll to the bottom of http:// 
www.pafmelsalvadorprojects.org/ 
teentrips.htm 


walking through Punahou School’s 
campus and walking around the 
track, especially when he was 
training to walk in his Westtown 
School’s alumni ‘Long’ Run for Fun 
in May 2000; he was the oldest 
alumnus to complete the course. 

As a Rotarian, John attended 
meetings in 16 foreign countries to 
maintain a 25-year record of perfect 
attendance. John and Margaret 
traveled in their retirement to 
many places and attended four 
international Elderhostel programs. 


John was active in Honolulu 
Friends Meeting, and after the 
Meeting bought the house on Oahu 
Avenue, he and the family walked to 
Meeting on Sundays. John served 
on many committees over the years 
and as Treasurer several times 
(1952-3, 1955, 1958-9, 1961) and as 
Clerk of the Meeting (1964-65) in its 
years of growth in the new meeting 
house. Also, he and Fumiye Miho 
co-clerked the committee which 
arranged for the purchase of the 
meeting house in 1957. 


In 1995 he and Margaret moved 
from their condominium at 999 
Wilder Avenue to Arcadia. There he 
was active in the men’s economic 
and stock market discussion and 
breakfast talks, which fit well with a 
lifetime successfully managing his 
own investments for retirement. 
John also volunteered at the Arcadia 
resident store and enjoyed singing 
around the piano Fridays before 
dinner. 


In late September, 2010, John was 
diagnosed with lung cancer, and this 
is what caused his rapid decline. All 
three of his sons were able to spend 
time with him during his last month. 


John Joseph Jaquette is survived 
by his wife, Margaret Laura 

Leaf Jaquette; by his three sons, 
David, Stratton, and Peter; by 
his grandchildren Christopher, 
Sarah, Joseph, Daniel, Elisabeth, 
Jonathan, and Matthew; by two 
nephews and a niece; and by his 
great-granddaughter Hazel, born 
shortly before his death. 


To Be Broken 
“and lender 


a Quaker theology | 
or today 


